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In the mid-1960s public transportation was plentiful in Queens, N.Y. Still 

young John Zampino wanted a brand new car. 

Ford had great sales success with the Mustang, so much so that 

Mustangs were everywhere. General Motors spent a couple of years 

developing a Mustang fighter. Finally Chevrolet introduced the Camaro as 

a response to the Mustang. A few months later Pontiac brought out the 

Firebird. 

Now that was a car that captured Zampino's attention. In late 1966 he 

went to the Myrtle Motors dealership in Maspeth, N.Y. And placed an 

order for a new 1967 Pontiac Firebird. He was about to order a Pea Green 
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colored car when his girl friend suggested that a Tyrol Blue might be a 

better choice. 

Money was not plentiful in the mid-1960s so Zampino did not opt for any 

of the power assisted equipment such as steering, windows or brakes. 

Nor did he check off the box for air conditioning. 

He did, however, order some extra cost optional features including: 

4-speed manual transmission...$184.31. 

Custom trim package................108.48. 

326-cubic-inch Firebird V-8..........95.04. 

Push button AM radio.................61.09. 

Floor console.............................47.39. 

Safe-T-axle.................................42.13. 

Rallye cluster gauges..................31.60. 

Rear fender antenna......................9.48. 

Front floor mats............................6.11. 

Rear floor mats.............................5.69. 

Door edge guards..........................4.74. 

Heavy duty battery............... .........3.48. 

Eventually Zampino's blue Firebird arrived and he took delivery on April 

28,1967. 

Of course the dealer had already applied under coating. 



After financing was arranged through GMAC and Zampino agreed to 

make 36 monthly payments of $90.78 he drove his new Firebird to his 

parent's house because they had a garage and he did not. 

There the Firebird sat protected from the elements. Zampino would take 

his car out on fair weather weekends. He went to Rockaway Beach one 

nice day and upon returning to the parking lot found evidence that an 

attempt had been made to break into his car. Thereafter his Firebird 

spent even more time in the garage. Zampino purchased a very used old 

Datsun to use as a beater around the city. 

In 1976 Zampino's job took him to northern Virginia. When all of his 

household goods were loaded onto the big Mayflower van, he says the 

last item to be loaded was his Pontiac. 



Besides being extremely protective of his car Zampino has kept his 

Firebird as original as possible. Because the cargo capacity of the trunk is 

so limited the designers created a “Space Saver” spare tire. This is an 

uninflated smaller than usual tire that came with a can of compressed air 

so it could be inflated if needed. Zampino has yet to remove the spare 

tire from where it was installed 44 years ago. 

The tires on the ground are the third set on the car. After the original set 

wore out he installed a set of radial tires. He returned to the bias-ply tires 

on the car now. The E70x14-inch tires have the correct narrow white 

sidewalls. Original trim rings add some flash to the wheels on the 108.1-

inch wheelbase. 

When ordering his Firebird Zampino did not want the standard 165-

horsepower six-cylinder engine. Nor did the optional 215-horsepower 

six-cylinder engine have any appeal. That left two optional V-8 engines. 

The 285-horsepower version had a thirsty four-barrel carburetor which 

Zampino says he could live without. He selected the 250-horsepower V-8 

with a more economical two-barrel carburetor. 

Whenever Zampino settles into the all black interior and grips the three-

spoke steering wheel he feels comfortably at home. 

Reprinted from Wikipedia by permission 



The Pontiac Firebird is an automobile which was designed by the Pontiac division of 
General Motors between 1967 and 2002. The Firebird was introduced the same year as the 
automaker's platform-sharing model, the Chevrolet Camaro. This coincided with the 
release of the 1967 Mercury Cougar, which shared its platform with another pony car, the 
Ford Mustang. 

The vehicles were powered by various four-cylinder, six-cylinder, and V8 engines sourced 
from several GM divisions. While primarily Pontiac-powered until 1977, Firebirds were 
built with several different engines from nearly every GM division until 1982 when GM 
began to discontinue engines it felt were unneeded and either spread successful designs 
from individual divisions among all divisions or use new engines of corporate 
architecture.[1] 

The name "Firebird" was also previously used by General Motors for the General Motors 
Firebird. 

First generation (1967–1969)  

First generation 

 

Overview 

Production 
1967–1969 (Firebird) 

1969 (Trans Am) 

Assembly 
Lordstown, Ohio, United States 

Norwood, Ohio, United States 

Body and chassis 

Body style 2-door coupe 
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2-door convertible 

Layout FR layout 

Platform F-body 

Related Chevrolet Camaro (first generation)  

Powertrain 

Engine 

230 cu in (3.8 L) Pontiac OHC I6 

326 cu in (5.3 L) Pontiac V8 

350 cu in (5.7 L) Pontiac V8 

400 cu in (6.6 L) Pontiac V8 

Dimensions 

Wheelbase 108.1 in (2,746 mm) (1967) 

Length 188.8 in (4,796 mm) (1967) 

Width 72.6 in (1,844 mm) (1967) 

Height 51.5 in (1,308 mm) (1967)[2] 

The first generation Firebirds had a characteristic Coke bottle styling. Unlike its cousin, the 
Chevrolet Camaro, its bumpers were integrated into the design of the front end and its rear 
"slit" taillights were inspired by the Pontiac GTO. Both a two-door hardtop and a 
convertible were offered through the 1969 model year. Originally the car was a 
"consolation prize" for Pontiac, who had initially wished to produce a two-seat sports car of 
its own design, based on the original Banshee concept car. However, GM feared such a 
vehicle would directly compete with Chevrolet's Corvette, and the decision was made to 
give Pontiac a piece of the pony car market by having them share the F-body platform with 
Chevrolet. 

The base model Firebird came equipped with the OHC inline-6 and a single-barrel 
carburetor. The next model, the Sprint, had a four-barrel carburetor, developing 215 hp 
(160 kW). Most buyers opted for one of the V8 engines: the 326 CID (5.3 L) with a two-
barrel carburetor producing 250 hp (190 kW); the "H.O." (High Output) engine of the same 
displacement, but with a four-barrel carburetor and producing 285 hp (213 kW); or the 
400 CID (6.6 L) from the GTO with 325 hp (242 kW). A "Ram Air" option was also available 
in 1968, providing functional hood scoops, higher flow heads with stronger valve springs, 
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and a different camshaft. Power for the Ram Air package was the same as the conventional 
400 H.O., but the engine peaked at a higher RPM. The 230 CID (3.8 L) engines were 
subsequently replaced by 250 CID (4.1 L) ones, the first developing 175 hp (130 kW) using 
a single-barrel carburetor, and the other 215 hp (160 kW) with a four-barrel carburetor. 
Also for the 1968 model, the 326 CID (5.3 L) engine was replaced by one with a 
displacement of 350 CID (5.7 L). An "H.O." version of the 350 CID with a revised cam was 
also offered starting in that year, developed 320 hp (240 kW). Power output of the other 
engines was increased marginally. In 1969, a $725 optional handling package called the 
"Trans Am Performance and Appearance Package,", named after the Trans Am Series, 
which included a rear spoiler, was introduced. Of these first "Trans Ams," only 689 
hardtops and eight convertibles were made. There was an additional Ram Air IV option for 
the 400 CID engine during that year, complementing the Ram Air III; these generated 345 
and 335 hp (250 kW) respectively. The 350 "H.O." engine was revised again with a different 
cam and cylinder heads resulting in 330 hp (250 kW). During 1969 a special 303 cu in 
(5.0 L) engine was designed for SCCA road racing applications that was not available in 
production cars.[3] 

The styling difference from the 1967 to the 1968 model was the addition of Federally 
mandated side marker lights: for the front of the car, the turn signals were made larger and 
extended to wrap around the front edges of the car, and on the rear, the Pontiac (V-shaped) 
Arrowhead logo was added to each side. The front door vent-windows were replaced with 
a single pane of glass. The 1969 model received a major facelift with a new front end 
design but unlike its big brother the GTO, it did not have the Endura bumper. The 
instrument panel and steering wheel were revised. The ignition switch was moved from 
the dashboard to the steering column with the introduction of GM's new locking ignition 
switch/steering wheel. 

Due to engineering problems that delayed the introduction of the all-new 1970 Firebird 
beyond the usual fall debut, Pontiac continued production of 1969 model Firebirds into the 
early months of the 1970 model year (the other 1970 Pontiac models had been introduced 
on September 18, 1969). By late spring of 1969, Pontiac had deleted all model-year 
references on Firebird literature and promotional materials, anticipating the extended 
production run of the then-current 1969 models. 

Engines 

1967 
230 cu in (3.8 L) 

Pontiac OHC I6 

326 cu in 

(5.3 L) Pontiac 

V8 

326 cu in (5.3 L) 

Pontiac H.O. V8 

400 cu in 

(6.6 L) Pontiac 

V8 

400 cu in (6.6 L) 

Pontiac Ram Air 

V8 
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Early Advertisements from 

 



 

 

 



 from the back cover of the October, 1997 Smoke Signals,  

the monthly magazine of the Pontiac-Oakland Club International 

http://www.poci.org/


 



Learn more about  the Firebird at these Links  

 

1) SIA Flashback – 1967 Pontiac Firebird Sprint: OHC from John Z’s PMD Daniel Strohl 

Jun 30th, 2013 - See more at: http://blog.hemmings.com/index.php/2013/06/30/sia-

flashback-1967-pontiac-firebird-sprint-ohc-from-john-zs-pmd/#sthash.VCI2zarv.dpuf  

2) http://modificationofcarandmotorcycle.blogspot.com/2011/07/colin-mcraes-dirt-walkthrough-

video.html 

3) http://firstgenfirebird.org/ 

4) http://www.musclecarclub.com/musclecars/pontiac-firebird/pontiac-firebird-history-1.shtml 

5) http://www.firebirdtaclub.com/home.htm 

6) http://www.oldride.com/library/1967_pontiac_firebird.html 

7) http://books.google.com/books?id=leyn4SoNUJYC&pg=PA6&lpg=PA6&dq=1967+pontiac+firebir

d+club&source=bl&ots=3aueDrN-

yy&sig=bJ8RBmS_IoKbuvOZKIW9r5QAvwo&hl=en&sa=X&ei=Zjp3VInsLIKagwTWkIGwAg&ved=0C

EMQ6AEwBTgK#v=onepage&q=1967%20pontiac%20firebird%20club&f=false 
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